A year long multicentre prospective study was carried out in the Valencia region of Spain, to determine the cause of community acquired pneumonia. The study was based on 510 of 833 patients with pneumonia. Of these, 462 were admitted to hospital, where 31 patients died. A cause was established in only 281 cases-208 of bacterial, 60 of viral, and 13 of mixed infection. The most common microorganisms were Streptococcus pneumoniae (14-5%), Legionella sp (14%), Influenza virus (8%), and Mycoplasma pneumoniae (4%). There was a higher incidence of Legionella sp than in other studies.
The cause of community acquired pneumonia is often difficult to establish. The most effective methods are often invasive and cannot always be justified, whereas a serological diagnosis is too late to be of therapeutic use. These circumstances and the changing causative organisms of pneumonia' require a detailed knowledge of the microorganisms responsible in a particular environment. Many studies have shown that the microbiological cause of pneumonia is related to geographical location, though the influence of the identification methods used is also important. `29 We determined the aetiology of pneumonia acquired in Valencia by studying emergency admissions to four hospitals. 
*Klebsiella pneumoniae (7) and Escherichia coli (4). tS viridans (2), Haemophilus parainfluenzae (2), Actinomyces naeslundii (1). Chlamydia psittaci (1), non-fermenting Gram negative bacillus (1). 
